
SECURITY COUNCIL 

TOPIC A: 

Addressing the Lake Chad basin Crisis 

Introduction: 

This research paper will cover the topic of addressing the Lake Chad 
basin Crisis. Involved and affected countries and groups, conflicts 
and issues caused, relevant resolutions and current situations will all 
be taken in consideration when researching all of the possible 
solutions for this issue. This paper will therefore aim to define the 
issue, the causes and examples involved, and furthermore all the 
possible resolutions.  
 

Definition of some key terms:  

Lake Chad basin: Lake Chad, French Lac Tchad, a freshwater lake situated in West Central 
Africa's Sahelian region at the intersection of Chad, Cameroon, Nigeria. 
 
Crisis: A crisis is any event or period that will lead to an unstable and dangerous situation that 
affects an individual, group, or all of society, or that may lead to it. 
 
Background Information: 

The Lake Chad Basin is the location of a large-scale humanitarian disaster that is complex and 
prolonged. Conflict, high population growth and extreme vulnerability exacerbated by the impact 
of climate change, environmental destruction and insecurity are factors adding to the crisis. A 
serious security problem is facing the country. The military conflict that has plagued most of the 
Lake Chad Basin continues to its tenth year. Hundreds of thousands of civilians, coping with 
chronic poverty and hunger, have lived in relocation sites and refugee camps for years. As the 
decade-long war drags on, nearly 10 million civilians, or half the population of the conflict-hit 
Lake Chad Basin region, need humanitarian assistance. There are now about 2.5 million refugees 
displaced. Starvation and malnutrition remain high. The humanitarian community is seeking 
US$1.3 billion this year to provide food, water, housing, healthcare and protect the security and 
dignity of those impacted by the war. Enhancing the safety of people, notably women and 
children, and working to reduce sexual and gender-based abuse, as well as enhancing care for 
survivors, are crucial. Women and girls face a high risk of sexual and gender-based violence, 
sexual assault and assault, mostly from militant gangs, but also from uniformed individuals.  



Thousands of people were killed or captured as well and several households were divided. Free 
speech has been hampered by repeated threats and instability as well as security steps. It has had 
a huge effect on agriculture, commerce, transhumance and other practices, depriving millions of 
citizens of their livelihoods and restricting access to basic services. In and out of camps, 
displaced persons are still unable to travel openly. The Governments of Cameroon, Chad, Niger 
and Nigeria reaffirmed their pledge in January 2019 to the Abuja Action Statement on Civil 
Defense in the area of the Lake Chad Basin. The agreement contains a host of steps aimed at 
strengthening security and contributing to the most pressing needs of refugees, internally 
displaced persons and other vulnerable populations. 
 

Major Countries and Groups Involved in The Issue: 

The lake Chad basin covers 8% of the African continent involving Niger, Nigeria, Chad, 
Cameroon, Algeria, Libya, Sudan and the Central African Republic (Usigibe). 
 
Niger (In the Security Council): Niger, is currently serving a 2 year term as a non-permanent 
member on the UN security council. The General Assembly in January of 2020 voted for Niger 
as a “strategic partner” and key state in the “stabilisation of the Sahel Region. 
 
Chad: Chad is known as the “Dead Heart of Africa” as it suffers from grave issues of 
desertification which has boosted the drying up of lake Chad. One of the most notable events in 
Chad is the state of emergency that has been declared in Chad since 2009 when the violence first 
erupted which has resulted in the doubling of food prices in the country. 
 
Islamic State Faction - BOKO HARAM: In the Lake Chad region, over 2.6 million people 
have been displaced as a result of the Nigerian-based Jihadist faction Boko Haram. They have 
been involved in the destruction of vital infrastructure and fuelled food insecurity (Casola & 
Iocchi). 
 
Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF): The MNJTF is a combined multinational formation 
mandated to end the Boko Haram and Ansaru Insurgency (Jihadist militant groups) in the Sahel 
Region of Sub-Saharan Africa. It was established in 1994 as an only Nigerian force, however, it 
soon grew to include Chad and Niger to security issues around the lake Chad region. Nowadays 
it involves Benin and Cameroon as well (Casola). 
 
UN Treaties/Historical Events: 

Although the UN has no official treaties, conventions or commission concerning the lake chad basin, it 

does closely work with other committees and organisations:  



 

Lake Chad Basin Commission  

Established on the 22nd of May 1964, the Lake Chad Basin Commission includes the countries of 

Cameroon, Niger, Nigeria, Chad, Central African Republic and Libya. Its main goals are to allow the 

sustainable and equitable management of lake Chad and its resources, as well as ensure peace, security 

and stability in the region. The commission is partly funded by its member states, but it does aim to gain 

funding from other sources to become financially independent. Although it is not part of the UN, the 

commission has extensively worked with the UN for joint action in the area (United).  

 

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 

The Ramsar convention on wetlands was signed in 1971, and today has 171 contracting members, equal 

to 90% of the UN member states. The convention aims for the conservation and wise use of the world’s 

wetlands - including the Lake Chad Basin - through local, national and international cooperation and 

action (Ramsar Convention). The convention has worked extensively to assess the environmental, 

economic and social importance of the lake, as well as possible threats to its existence and sustainability. 

Despite this, the convention has little to no oversight over the lake’s management and supervision 

(Ramsar Sites).  

 

Main Issues:  

The main issues arising with the Lake Chad Basin Crisis are conflict, rapid population 

growth, and severe vulnerability of the population caused by both external and internal factors 

such as environmental degradation and poverty.  

The crisis caused a surge in residents fleeing mainly due to the poverty that has been 

established at the roots of Lake Chad with a subsequent 7.2 million people having encountered 

severe food shortages and general insecurities on such matters. Moreover, serious illnesses are 

causing the deaths of many infants and not only; with the main diseases being those of Hepatitis 

E, Malaria, and Cholera.  

Protection issues are also critical, with concerns arising especially when evidence has 

been found of violence towards children and women, both sexual, and gender-based; abduction, 

forced marriage and force recruitment into armed gangs are events happening on a day-to-day 

basis.  



 

Relevant UN Resolutions: 

S/RES/2349 - 31st of March 2017 

The following resolution was adopted by the United Nations Security Council in an effort to recognise 

and resolve the issues present in the chad lake basin. Clauses 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 9, 14 address the issue of 

increased violence and activity of extremist terrorist groups, by indicating ways in which their funds can 

be reduced and their activities contrasted. Clauses 3, 5, 7, 11, 12, 13 instead concern the human rights 

violations in the regions, providing methods by which relevant countries can ensure full human rights to 

their populations and human rights violations can be dealt with. Lastly, the humanitarian aspect of the 

crisis is addressed in clauses 15-21, as it references methods to alleviate the humanitarian issues present in 

the region, as well as ways in which humanitarian organisations and staff can be protected whilst they 

carry out their work (Security).  

 

Possible Solutions: 

Plan International is aiming to solve this crisis by providing food, nutrition, 

interventions, educational programming, child protection, and psychological services with 

livelihood initiatives.  

Plan International also plans to provide school-threat-analysis after more than 40 schools 

were closed due to fear of attacks; hygiene training and anti-cholera preventive measures were 

also instituted.  

Emergency response programmes happen to be very versatile reaching even the more 

rural and remote communities. Mobile education units have been deployed to replace the schools 

destroyed by terrorist groups in the surrounding areas such as Boko Haram.  
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