
World Health Organization Committee  

TOPIC B: 

The question of implementing measures to encourage vaccination and 

counter the rising cases of measles   

Introduction: 

This research paper will cover the topic of implementing measures 

in order to encourage vaccination and counter the rising cases of 

measles. It will discuss the main parties involved, key definitions, 

relevant resolutions and possible solutions.  

 

Definition of some key terms:  

Vaccine: A substance containing a virus or bacterium in a form that is not harmful, given to a 

person or animal to prevent them from getting the disease that the virus or bacterium causes.  1

 

Measles: An infectious viral disease causing fever and rash, typically spreading in childhood.   2

 

Background Information: 

Measles is a viral and possibly fatal infection that spreads most commonly among children. 

The vaccine was first licensed in 1963 and has reduced the number of cases in many areas of 

the world - for example, the United States. However, the WHO and US Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention report that the number of cases and deaths has reached its highest 

point in the past 23 years.  It also notes that 9 out of 10 unvaccinated people will become 3

infected if exposed to the disease. There is a growing necessity for vaccinations in order to 

prevent further spread of the disease, and to educate the public on the importance of vaccines.  

 

1 VACCINE: Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary. (n.d.). Retrieved December 28, 2020, from 
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/vaccine  
2 MEASLES: Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary. (n.d.). Retrieved December 28, 2020, from 
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/measles  
3 Tanne, J. (2020, November 16). Measles cases and deaths are increasing worldwide, warn health 
agencies. Retrieved December 28, 2020, from https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m4450  
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Major Countries and Groups Involved in The Issue: 

Africa: Of the Top 10 countries with global measles outbreaks, five are located in Africa: 

Nigeria, Tanzania, Congo, Angola and Burundi.  It is often difficult to monitor the spread of the 4

virus in rural areas, and to administer vaccines to remote regions.  

 

Asia: Of the Top 10 countries with global measles outbreaks, four Asian countries occupy the 

chart: Yemen, India, Pakistan and China - with Yemen having the highest number of cases 

overall (1,744).  Again, the issue is intensified with unmonitored outbreaks in rural areas, 5

insufficient sanitation systems that encourage the spread, and difficulty of vaccination.  

 

Other affected countries include Brazil and various European nations. The education about 

encouragement of vaccination is crucial, as there is also a rising sentiment of anti-vaccination 

among some groups of the general public.  

 

UN Treaties/Historical Events:  

In 2019 worldwide measles cases reached a peak, the highest number of cases in 23 years. 

The current global pandemic has caused the measles outbreak in continual jeopardy, 

decreasing the vaccination rates. Measles records have been traced back to the 9th century , 6

as a Perisian doctor published one of the first written reports. Only in 1912, the deadly disease 

was recognized nationally. Although only in 1963 the first-ever vaccine for measles was 

created by John Enders . In 2000 measles was declared eradicated from the United States as 7

there was the absence of continuous disease transmission for more than 12 months . 8

Nowadays greater transmission control and vaccination programs made it possible for 

protocols to be initiated if major outbreaks were to occur. 

 

 

4 Global Measles Outbreaks. (2020, December 14). Retrieved December 28, 2020, from 
https://www.cdc.gov/globalhealth/measles/data/global-measles-outbreaks.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3
A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fglobalhealth%2Fmeasles%2Fglobalmeaslesoutbreaks.htm  
5 Ibid.  
6 CDC. (2020, November 5). Retreived December 18, 2020 from www.cdc.gov/measles/about/history.html  
7 Ibid.  
8 Ibid.  
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Main Issues:  

Conditions leading to increase in measles cases   

Only in the first months of 2019 measles cases increased by 300% compared to the same 

time-frame of 2018 . The main condition that led to increasing outbreaks has been mainly 9

caused by lower immunization rates. Poor health services in developing countries caused the 

rates to increase as resources are not available, furthermore countries that suffer from conflicts 

and natural disasters cause health facilities to be unavailable for the measles vaccine. As there 

is no cure for measles it is still fought with fever reducers and over-the-counter painkillers, not 

always available in developing countries, making it difficult to treat. Measles is one of the most 

infectious diseases with a high probability to be extremely severe, as it is a paramyxovirus, it 

infects the respiratory tracts as well as the whole body after being infected. Additionally, the 

first symptoms occur after 10-12 days , making it difficult to trace the origin, in a globalized 10

world this disease poses a major threat. 

 

Inadequate access to vaccines   

Inadequate access to vaccines is posing threats to developing countries, where resources are 

unavailable. Poor infrastructures have been demonstrated as a core issue, as the costs are 

sometimes higher than the benefits. Even though in countries measles has been eradicated, 

poor funding has caused increased outbreaks. Each year over 20 million children do not 

receive the measles vaccine , the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI) is 11

proving admission to treatment in underdeveloped countries.  

 

Anti-vaccination movements   

Vaccines prevent diseases and lower mortality rates. These new social movements are born by 

misinformation and prejudice that vaccines are not effective. It has become a growing issue as 

it poses threat to global health, in high-income countries as much as developing countries. It 

has been estimated that immunization prevents between 2-3 million deaths each year, if 

anti-vaccination movements continue to increase, death tolls will rise. Children are especially in 

9 World Health Organization. (2019, May 15). Retrieved December 18, 2020, from 
www.who.int/news/item/15-05-2019-new-measles-surveillance-data-for-2019.  
10 World Health Organization. (2019, December 5). Retrieved December 18, 2020, from 
www.who.int/news/item/05-12-2019-more-than-140-000-die-from-measles-as-cases-surge-worldwide  
11 World Health Organization. (2019, May 15). Retrieved December 18, 2020, from 
www.who.int/news/item/15-05-2019-new-measles-surveillance-data-for-2019.  
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jeopardy, despite clear evidence of the effectiveness of vaccines. These movements exploit 

social-media to deliberate misinformation and grow distrust.  

 

Relevant UN Resolutions:  

In 2017 the UN released a position paper on measles and the vaccine. It mentioned that during 

the 2010 World Health Assembly three main goals were established in order to reduce measles 

transmission by the year of 2020. The first goal was to increase the doses of vaccines for 

children above 1 year of age. The second one was to reduce the number of annual global 

measles cases and the third one was to eliminate measles in 4 to 6 countries by 2015 and in 5 

countries by 2020 . Elimination entails a time of 12 months wherein no cases of measles have 12

been notified in a specific geographical area. The complete elimination is confirmed after 36 

months. The vaccine, in this case, is the most useful tool to reduce the numbers of infection 

and therefore of death. The position paper has shown not only the importance of the vaccine, 

but it has also underlined that it has to be taken twice to make it more effective and to reduce 

the chance of getting measles. As with most infectious diseases, measles remains a problem in 

countries with less developed health structures and advancements. The risk of death 

intensifies when children under the age of 5 years old get sick and with adults that live in a 

region with high human density. Furthermore, immunocompromised people are more likely to 

develop severe symptoms that, in worse cases, could lead to death. As there isn’t a specific 

treatment to cure measles, it is fundamental to decrease the spread of the disease as much as 

possible to protect the poorer countries. This is one of the main reasons that underline the urge 

to vaccinate people and especially children more than once so that measles can be prevented 

and eradicated.  

 

Possible Solutions:  

As with all issues discussed here at MUN, there is no one solution to solve everything.  

In the previous sections three important goals set by the World Health Organization have been 

addressed and, due to the difficulty of curing measles, these goals can be identified to be a 

useful start for a potential solution . The increase in vaccination can surely lead to a net 13

decrease in the number of infections per million of people. In countries that are less developed 

12 Measles vaccines: WHO position paper – April 2017 Retrieved from: 
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/255149/WER9217.pdf?sequence=1  
13 Ibid.  
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there is also an economical point of view that has to be taken into account because the 

expenses to provide a safe environment and the adequate number of vaccines can be very 

expensive. Campaigns to inform people about the disease and its symptoms could help to 

increase the willingness to get vaccinated and to protect vulnerable people such as children. 

Immunization through vaccination was shown to be the most effective way to deal with 

measles and to keep the population safe. In many countries, it has become a mandatory 

vaccine that everyone has to do. In countries where vaccines are not mandatory more cases of 

various infections can be identified. As mentioned previously, the density of the population in a 

specific location could be a potential danger for the spread of the disease. In places where 

there are many people in a small area and the health standards are low and not high enough to 

guarantee safety, the spread of measles could become a serious issue not to underestimate. 

Furthermore, countries that are able to provide vaccines for the whole population could be 

asked to help countries where vaccines are not enough or can’t be purchased due to the 

costs. The key to immunization apart from the vaccine is to be able to control the spread of the 

disease in case it involves a large number of people. The organization of hospitals and facilities 

addressed for measles have to be prepared for eventual spread so that it can be minimized 

and controlled as much as possible. This committee therefore suggests the following solutions: 

 

1. Establishing strict monitoring systems nationwide to identify measles cases in their early 

stages and to prevent the infection from spreading. This monitoring process is most 

crucial in rural areas, and may require teams of medical professionals to make 

inspections and diagnoses.  

2. Increasing vaccination drives on a larger scale. Vaccination drives are found to be most 

helpful in immunizing rural communities in economically unstable or resource vulnerable 

countries. These drives should be organized in response to the monitoring systems and 

prioritize high-risk regions.  

3. Emphasizing the importance of vaccinations to the public. In order to combat 

anti-vaccination movements, educational campaigns in the form of social media 

outreaches, videos, conferences, etc. should be organized to provide factually correct 

information about vaccines and their importance, and encourage people to get their 

vaccinations.  
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