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I. Introduction of Topic 
Today’s world is currently facing a Pandemic, due to the Coronavirus 

(COVID-19), a virus that has exponentially spread and is still spreading. In order to 

reduce the number of cases, countries have created mandatory measures such as 

but not limited to: wearing a face mask, avoiding public gatherings, and lockdowns 
imposed by the governments. Entire communities have been affected by the 

preventive measures, during 2020 a large majority of the world’s population was 
under lockdown, and all activities were closed and moved online, except for the 

essentials. Educational institutions were also closed, and all students and faculties 

had to continue their activities online, approximately 1.2 billion children cannot attend 
school. (Li) 

For those students who are fortunate enough to possess a device or a stable 
connection, the change was still remarkable, but they could continue with their study 

thanks to the different platforms that are now the foundations of online learning. The 

online learning sector was in fact expanding even before the pandemic started, and 
many platforms and companies decided to offer their services for free to ensure 

learning for as many people as possible, but not everyone can access education. 
According to Unicef 463 million kids are not able to continue their studies online for 

various reasons, many children, even in developed countries could not attend online 

classes because their families did not own enough devices or had access to internet 
connection. Kids living in rural areas are those who are considered less likely to 

continue their learning experiences, as they are missing some necessities that are 
taken for granted, like the internet and devices of any sort. (UNICEF) 

Unfortunately the learning crisis is not limited to the access to the materials, but even 

for those who are currently studying online are experiencing issues. Teachers are 



not able to guarantee the same learning that was provided in school, and students of 
all ages are being penalized. Lower school children are missing online platforms 

dedicated to their type of learning or do not have enough support from their 
parents/guardians.  

The absence from the classrooms and online schooling is causing a massive 

educational crisis, the United Nations consider it “the largest disruption of education 
systems in history”.  

 
 

II. Definition of Key Terms 
Education: the process of receiving or giving systematic instruction, especially 
at a school or university. Various United Nations human rights treaties have 

declared it a human right. 
 

Internet: a global computer network providing a variety of information and 

communication facilities, consisting of interconnected networks using 
standardized communication protocols. 

 
Epidemic: a widespread occurrence of an infectious disease in a community 

at a particular time.  

 
Pandemic: an epidemic occurring worldwide, or over a very wide area, 

crossing international boundaries and usually affecting a large number of 
people. 

 

COVID-19: also known as SARS-CoV-2, COVID-19 is an infectious 
respiratory disease caused by a newly discovered coronavirus first identified 

in Wuhan, China, in December 2019. The COVID-19 virus spreads primarily 
through droplets of saliva or discharge from the nose when an infected person 

coughs or sneezes. 

 
 
 
 



III. Background Information 
Quality Education is one of the United Nations’ 17 Sustainable Development 

Goals adopted by UN Member States in 2015, with the objective of completing all 
goals by 2030. Education as a whole allows for socioeconomic development and 

remains an instrumental factor in escaping poverty. Throughout the past decade, 

there has been major progress towards increasing access to quality education 
worldwide, although 260 million children were still out of school in 2018. In addition, 

more than half of all children and adolescents worldwide are not meeting minimum 
proficiency standards in reading mathematics. (United Nations) 

The advent of the COVID-19 global pandemic in 2020 has made further 

access to quality education a more daunting task considering that a majority of 
countries announced the temporary closure of schools, impacting more than 91% of 

students around the globe. Around 1.6 billion children and youth were out of school 
in April 2020. Aside from restricting access to quality education, the pandemic has 

also limited access to school meals for 369 million children who rely on school meals 

and were forced to explore different options for daily nutrition. (United Nations) 
The global pandemic has far-reaching implications, which could jeopardize 

the hard-won progress achieved in improving global education. In March 2020, 
UNESCO launched the COVID-19 Global Education Coalition which helps 

encourage and facilitate better learning opportunities for children and youth in these 

unprecedented times which have severely disrupted growth in the educational 
sector. (United Nations) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IV. Major Countries and Organisations Involved 

 
The pandemic has affected many countries worldwide, this report will only 
include the most targeted ones, be aware that not all countries have the proper 
tools to calculate covid cases.  
 
Italy 

Italy is one of the countries that suffered the most during the pandemic, since 
January 2020 there have been more than 1,888,000 confirmed cases and the 

numbers are still growing. Italy was one of the first countries to go on lockdown and 

school closed leaving around 7 million students at home. The investments for 
schools have been remarkable, considering that many schools are still using old 

materials and do not have enough space and materials to function according to the 
new regulations. (World) 

 

United States of America 
The United States of America suffered from the first hit of the Pandemic in early 

spring, around 55 million students from all grades were confined to online learning, 
which posed various challenges to them and the faculties. Furthermore, the crisis 

and the lack of jobs due to the various lockdows the already existing socioeconomic 



disparities have widened, making it harder for students to continue their learning. 
(Garcìa) 

 
India  

India has the second largest educational system in the world, with the pandemic 320 

million students of all ages have been forced to continue their learning online. The 
pandemic led to further disparities within the population and only those with a better 

living standard were able to easily switch to e-learning. Education in India was 
already a crucial matter before the pandemic, as more than 36% of schools 

functioned without electricity and 32 million children coming from less fortunate 

families were already out of school. (Modi) 
 

Brazil  
The Covid-19 pandemic was one of the biggest challenges faced by the Brazilian 

educational system. 47 million students were forced to adapt to e-learning, the 

government was quick to realize that faculty and families were not prepared for the 
change, as teachers had to adapt over night and many students who did not have 

internet access had to rely on their poorly educated parents to keep learning. In 
addition, many households do not have access to internet connection, which 

negatively affects education and other jobs, leading to an increase in poverty. 

(Lautharte) 
 
 
V. Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

Policy Brief: Education During COVID-19 and Beyond 

Published in August 2020, the United Nations released a Policy Brief regarding the 
state of education during COVID-19 and other factors that have been affected by the 

pandemic. The Policy Brief denotes the effects that COVID-19 has had on education 
worldwide while including effects beyond education, tools that have been adopted in 

order to ensure learning from home and policy recommendations. (Policy) 

 
 

 
 



 
UNESCO’s Establishment of the Global Education Coalition 

To tackle the effects of COVID-19 on education around the world, UNESCO 
launched the COVID-19 Global Education Coalition in March 2020, “a multi-sector 

partnership between the UN family, civil society organizations, media and IT partners 

to design and deploy innovative solutions.” The objective of this response is to help 
countries create better educational learning opportunities for children worldwide 

while tackling gaps in content. (United Nations) 
 

Specifically, the Global Education Coalition aims to: 

● Help countries in mobilizing resources and implementing innovative and 
context-appropriate solutions to provide education remotely, leveraging 

hi-tech, low-tech and no-tech approaches; 
● Seek equitable solutions and universal access; 

● Ensure coordinated responses and avoid overlapping efforts; 

● Facilitate the return of students to school when they reopen to avoid an 
upsurge in dropout rates.  

 (O’Hagan) 
 

 

VI. Main Issues 
- Lack of tools for certain students to take part into online learning. 

- Lack of quality in present measures for online learning. 
- Setbacks in tasks to fulfill “Quality Education” Sustainable Development Goal. 

- Decrease in proficiency standards. 

- Decreased access to quality education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VII. Possible Solutions 
Training sessions for faculty, parents and students 

One of the main issues during the pandemic is that even if a person has internet 
access, they might not be able to use their devices efficiently, and the quality of 

education will decrease. By providing training sessions or tutorials to different people 

involved in education the difficulties will decrease for those who have internet 
connection. Teachers would be able to keep their learning efficient by using 

softwares or applications to emulate what they used to do in their classrooms. 
Students and parents would be able to use the platforms for their learnings, students 

would be more independent and parents of younger children would be more 

encouraged to help their children with their learning.  
 

Modify educational structures in order to fit new regulations  
Many schools do not have enough space to practice social distancing or do not have 

internet access for the faculty. Governments should invest in updating structures, to 

allow students to attend normal classes once the regulations allow it and still be safe. 
Schools should also invest in buying computers and other devices, so that faculty 

and students can use them. 
 

Improving Internet Infrastructure 

Although this solution can take a while before its fully implemented or before results 
can be seen, having initiatives stimulating the improvement of internet infrastructure 

within countries would benefit work from home situations but also greatly help 
students who may not have access to a stable form of internet while going through 

online learning. Although these improvements may not take place in a timely 

manner, they would still benefit society as a whole and prepare future students in the 
event of similar circumstances in the future. 
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