
Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee 
Topic B: 
The Question of Improving Coordination of Efforts to 
Address and Counter the World Drug Problem 

i. Introduction to the topic 

The world drug problem has been one of the most terrific and urgent             

issues to solve over the last decades. It is estimated that a total of 250 million people, or                  

1 out of 20 people between the ages of 15 and 64 years, used an illicit drug in 2014,                   

according to the World Drug Report of 2016 . Whilst moderate consumption of some             1

can be a cultural or social norm, excess consumption or dependency can have a severe               

and detrimental impact on overall health, mental wellbeing and in many cases, the             

wellbeing of others. Not only does it have consequences on the health of the individual,               

but it could also lead to social discrimination towards drug-dependents. Prevention and            

treatment continue to fall short in many parts of the world, with only one in seven people                 

with drug use disorders receiving treatment each year. Notwithstanding the numerous           

efforts by the UN and other organisations, wider international cooperation is essential to             

counter and tackle the problem. 

ii. Definition of key terms 

Drug use disorder 

A disease that affects a person's brain and behaviour and leads to an inability to control                

the use of a legal or illegal drug or medication. 

WHO 

Acronym for World Health Organisation, a UN agency specialised and responsible for            

the healthcare. 

UNODC 

Acronym for United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, a UN organisation whose aim is               

to fight and prevent drug consume and address the world drug problem. 

1World Drug Report. UNODC, 2016, 
https://www.unodc.org/doc/wdr2016/WORLD_DRUG_REPORT_2016_web.pdf. 

 



World Drug Report 

UNODC annual publication that analyzes and provides statistics and data about the            

drug market and narcotic substances consume.  

 

iii. Background information  

As has been said, a total of 250 million people were estimated to have used an illicit                 

drug in 2014 . Approximately one in ten people who use illicit drugs are suffering from a                2

form of a drug use disorder, including drug dependence. Almost half of the people with               

drug dependence inject drugs and more than 10% of those are living with HIV, and the                

majority are infected with hepatitis C. 

Drug use disorders are a serious health issue, with a significant burden for individuals              

affected and their families. There are also significant costs to society, including            

decrease in productivity, security challenges, crime, increased health care costs, and a            

myriad of negative social consequences. The social cost of illicit drug use is estimated              

to be up to 1.7% of the GDP in some countries . Caring for individuals with drug use                 3

disorders places a heavy burden on public health systems of Member States and             

therefore improving treatment systems by making them the best they can be.  

This would undoubtedly benefit not only the affected individuals, but also their            

communities and the whole society. After many years of medical research, it is clear              

that drug dependence is a complex multifactorial biological and behavioural disorder.           

Scientific advances are making it possible to develop treatments that help normalize            

brain functioning of affected individuals and support them in changing their behaviour.            

Offering treatments based on scientific evidence is now helping millions of affected            

individuals to regain control over their lives. Unfortunately, outdated views about drug            

use disorders persist in many parts of the world. Stigma and discrimination that is              

2 World Drug Report. UNODC, 2016, 
https://www.unodc.org/doc/wdr2016/WORLD_DRUG_REPORT_2016_web.pdf. 
3 World Drug Report. UNODC, 2016, 
https://www.unodc.org/doc/wdr2016/WORLD_DRUG_REPORT_2016_web.pdf. 

 



commonly applied to drug dependent individuals and to professionals working with them            

have significantly compromised the implementation of quality treatment interventions in          

this area, undermining the development of treatment facilities, the training of health            

professionals and the investment in recovery programmes. Even though the evidence           

clearly shows that drug use disorders are best managed within a public health system,              

similarly to other medical problems such as HIV infection or hypertension, the inclusion             

of addiction treatment in the health care system is still very difficult in many countries               

where a huge gap exists between science, policy and clinical practice.  

In some countries drug use disorders are still seen as a primarily criminal justice              

problem, and agencies of the Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Justice or Ministry of              

Defense are still responsible for affected individuals, without the supervision or           

engagement of the Ministry of Health. Using only law enforcement strategies and            

methods is unlikely to result in sustained positive effects. Only treatment that has at its               

core an understanding of drug dependence as a primarily multifactorial biological and            

behavioural disorder that can be treated using medical and psychological approaches,           

can improve chances of a recovery from the disorder and reduce drug related             

consequences. Currently, UNODC showed in the World Drug Report that at a global             

level, only 1 out of 6 people in need of drug dependence treatment has access to                

treatment programmes; only 1 out of 11 in Latin America and 1 out of 18 in Africa.                 

Treatment in many countries is only available in large cities but not in rural areas.               

Unfortunately, in many places available treatment is often not effective, not supported            

by scientific evidence, and sometimes not in line with human rights principles. This is              

also the case in highly developed countries where availability of evidence-based           

treatment programmes is often insufficient. 

United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres underlined the need to act urgently           

on the global drug challenge at a High-Level Counter-Narcotics event organized by the             

United States on 24 September 2018 at UN Headquarters in New York. 

 

 

 



 

iv. Major countries and organizations involved  

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

UNODC is the UN agency with a mandate to support countries in the implementation of              

the three main UN Conventions on drugs . Within this mandate, UNODC assists the             4

Member States to develop their national legislations on drugs, seeking to establish legal             

frameworks of reference on the subject, nationally, regionally and globally. 

Moreover, UNODC works to educate people about the dangers of drug abuse and to              

strengthen international action against illicit drug production and trafficking and          

drug-related crime.  

By working directly with Governments and non-governmental organizations, UNODC         

field staff develop and implement drug control and crime prevention programs tailored to             

countries' particular needs. 

UNODC publishes annually the World Drug Report , which gathers the main data and            5

trends analyses on production, traffic and consumption of illegal drugs worldwide.   

The Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND) governs the UNODC. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) 

The WHO is a UN specialized agency for health, founded in 1948 and headquartered in               

Geneva, with more than 7000 people in 150 country offices and 6 regional offices. It               

serves as the directing and coordinating authority on international health work.           

Specifically, on the drug issue, WHO’s activities are to monitor the drug exposure and              

the impact of drug use on the population’s health. Jointly with UNODC, WHO runs the               

Programme on Drug Dependence Treatment and Care  6

 

4Aoberhause. “United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.” Conventions, 
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CND/conventions.html. 
5Anamaria.cobucci. “United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.” World Drug Report 2013, 
http://www.unodc.org/lpo-brazil/en/drogas/relatorio-mundial-sobre-drogas.html.  
6UNODC-WHO Joint Programme on Drug Dependence Treatment and Care . World Health Organization, 
https://www.who.int/substance_abuse/activities/unodc_who_brochure_english.pdf?ua=1 . 

 

http://www.unodc.org/lpo-brazil/en/drogas/relatorio-mundial-sobre-drogas.html


Interpol 

The International Criminal Police Organization is an intergovernmental organization with          

194 member countries and helps police in all of them to work together to make the                

world a safer place. With a focus on the drug issue, Interpool provides operational              

support, analysis and training to help national police to tackle wide-scale drug            

trafficking, shares intelligence and provides insight into drug trends .  7

Interpol main projects are:  

 

- Operation Lionfish that targets drug trafficking along with air, land and maritime            

routes. It is a fundamental part of Interpol’s Project AMEAP (Africa-Middle           

East-Asia Pacific), which coordinates initiatives against drug trafficking with         

funding by the INTERPOL Foundation for a Safer World and the United Arab             

Emirates. Support from the Cocaine Route Programme of the European Union           

helps cover other regions. 

 

- Project CRIMJUST which supports 12 countries in Latin America, the Caribbean           

and West Africa to counter organized crime along cocaine trafficking routes. It            

has a strong focus on criminal investigations and criminal justice cooperation.           

This project is funded by the European Union’s Cocaine Routes Programme, is            

run in partnership with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)             

and Transparency International. 

 

- Project AMEAP which combines operational and investigative support for         

countries in Africa, the Middle East, Asia and the Pacific to fight cross-border             

drug trafficking and assists national authorities to identify security threats and           

tackle organized crime groups engaged in illicit drug trafficking. This project is            

supported by the United Arab Emirates and the Interpol Foundation for a Safer             

World. 

7“Our Role to Fight Drug Trafficking.” INTERPOL, 
https://www.interpol.int/Crimes/Drug-trafficking/Our-role-to-fight-drug-trafficking. 

 



European Union 

The European Union approach to drugs sustainability is stated in the EU Drugs Strategy              

2013-2020 that is structured around two policy areas: drug demand reduction and drug             8

supply reduction, and three cross-cutting themes: (a) coordination, (b) international          

cooperation and (c) information, research, monitoring and evaluation. 

The EU also collaborates with third countries by funding and providing assistance in             

many drugs related cooperation projects such as:  

 

- COPOLAD, a regional cooperation programme on drugs policies with Latin          

America and the Caribbean; 

- the Cocaine Route Programme, active in more than 40 countries in West Africa,            

Latin America and the Caribbean; 

- the EU-Action against Drugs and Organized Crime (EU-ACT), along the heroin          

trafficking routes; 

- the Central Asia Drug Action Programme (CADAP); 

- the Border Management Programme 8 (BOMCA), active in Central Asia. 

 

v. Timeline of events 

The following are the milestones on international drug policy in the UN system. 

  

- 1998 Political Declaration "Guiding Principles of Drug Demand Reduction and          

Measures to Enhance International Cooperation to Counter the World Drug          

Problem 

 

- 2009 Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation          

towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World Drug           

Problem with target date set at 2019. 

8“Lex Access to European Union Law.” EUR, 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52012XG1229(01). 

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1418815184800&uri=CELEX:52012XG1229(01)
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1418815184800&uri=CELEX:52012XG1229(01)
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/regions/latin-america/copolad-cooperation-programme-between-latin-america-and-european-union-drugs_en
http://www.cocaineroute.eu/
https://eu-act.info/
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/regions/central-asia/eu-support-border-management-central-asia_en
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/regions/central-asia/eu-support-border-management-central-asia_en


- 2012 The UN General Assembly decided to convene in early 2016 a special             

session on the world drug problem to review the progress and challenges. 

 

- 2014 High-Level Review of implementation by the Member States of the Political            

Declaration and Plan of Action 

 

- 2016 UN General Assembly Special Session on the World Drug Problem           

(UNGASS) 

 

vi. Relevant UN treaties and events  

The international framework for regulating the production, export, import, distribution,          

trade, use and possession of illicit drugs is defined by three United Nations             

Conventions: 

 

- Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961, as amended by the 1972 protocol  9

- Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971  10

- Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances          

of 1988  11

 

In March 2019, the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs met to evaluate the progress              

made since the Political Declaration and Plan of Action of 2009 and to shape              

international drug policy for the next decade, building on the UNGASS Outcome            

Document as the most recent and the most comprehensive international consensus           12

on the world drug problem. 

 

9 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 976, No. 14152  
10 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1019, No. 14956 
11 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1582, No. 27627 
12Outcome Document of the 2016 United Nations General Assembly Special Session on the World Drug 
Problem. UNODC, Apr. 2016, 
https://www.unodc.org/documents/postungass2016/outcome/V1603301-E.pdf. 

 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/single-convention.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/psychotropics.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/illicit-trafficking.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/illicit-trafficking.html


vii. Previous attempts to solve the issue  

 

Projects Implemented by the UNODC 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), has had an objective             

of reducing the harmful health and social impacts that drugs can have on someone,              

together with the number of people addicted to drugs. The UNODC bases themselves             

on research and specific data on a country or region to then make strategies and ideas                

to help prevent or treat drug users in that area. They also publish a World Drug Report                 

every year to show the drug use levels around the world.  13

They have implemented various projects for treatments and preventions of drug           

use, including the ‘UNODC-WHO Programme on Drug Dependence Treatment and          

Care’ launched in 2009. This project is a collaboration between the UNODC and the              

World Health Organization (WHO), that has regional and global strategies but has            

already been implemented in 18 different nations and regions. Within this project,            14

some of the things they do are support assessments, monitor patients, collect data, and              

look at some research for tools that can be used.  

The UNODC also implemented a project that works with the prevention of illicit             

drug use in 2011, called ‘Preventing Illicit Drug Use and Treating Drug Use Disorders              

for Children and Adolescents’. It wants to inform and prepare the youth to make              15

decisions that will impact their lives in a positive way. Their goals within the project are                16

to treat those that are dependent on drugs, help prevent them from using drugs in the                

future, helping them integrate themselves back into society, and making the social and             

clinical impacts of drug use very clear. The strategies presented by this project were              

applicable to diverse nations or regions, allowing for adaptation. In some cases of drug              

13Marcos.santos. “United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.” UNODC and the Response to Drugs, 
https://www.unodc.org/lpo-brazil/en/drogas/index.html. 
14Christina.gamboa.riano. “United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.” Our Projects, 
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treatment-and-care/our-projects.html. 
15Alexander.sauer. “United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.” Children Prevention Treatment Glok42, 
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/drug-prevention-and-treatment/children/index.html. 
16Marcos.santos. “United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.” UNODC and the Response to Drugs, 
https://www.unodc.org/lpo-brazil/en/drogas/index.html. 

 



addiction, the person could get HIV or AIDS as a result of drug injections. The UNODC                

also has a project for this, which was launched in 2008, and is very similar to the project                  

for the treatment of drug use, but with a little more focus on the diseases acquired (HIV                 

and AIDS). 

 

viii. Possible solutions  

 

Educating 

Spreading awareness about the social and clinical effects that drugs can have on             

someone's body or life is an effective way of making people understand that there are               

negative consequences to drug use. Kids, teenagers and adults need to understand            

that being addicted to drugs can affect them in various ways that could or could not be                 

reversible. It is crucial to educate and make sure that everyone around understands the              

impacts that could be generated from such addiction.  

 

Increasing International Cooperation  

With increasing awareness, more treatment and recovery programmes should be          

available for those trying to terminate their addictions. As part of a solution,             

governments and organisations should donate or invest money into projects that help            

countries, especially developing countries, build these types of programmes.  

 

Access to Drugs should Diminish 

If the objective is for drug use to decrease, the population’s access to drugs              

should be greatly diminished. Drugs should be prescribed cautiously so that no one             

takes advantage of that. Furthermore, there should be stricter control when exiting or             

entering a country, as this is where drugs could be smuggled. These types of cautious               

actions would decrease the availability of drugs in various places, resulting in fewer             

people being addicted to them.  
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