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TOPIC A:

The question of drug trafficking from

the golden triangle.

I. Introduction of Topic:
The Golden Triangle is a geographical area at the intersection of the borders

of Myanmar (also known as Burma), Laos and Thailand. It is given its shape by the

triangle that is formed at the confluence of the Ruak and Mekong rivers. The name

more commonly refers to a broader area of around 950,000 square kilometers, that

overlaps several mountain ranges within the three countries (Golden).

It is infamously known as the area from which the majority of the world’s

opioids have originated since the 1950s and 1960s. Only in recent decades has its

share of control in the illicit opioids market faded, but that is solely due to the

increase in cultivation of opioids in Taliban-controlled areas of Afghanistan (Chouvy).

However, while the cultivation of opioids has transitioned to areas closer to

their final destination, the illicit drug cartels of the area are flourishing, as they

refocused their attention on the trafficking of synthetic drugs. These drugs, of which

methamphetamine is the most widespread, now account for the majority of the illicit

drug revenue in the area (Fighting).

II. Definition of key terms:
United Nations: Supra-national organization founded in 1945 by the victors of

WW2. It succeeded the League of Nations and today every universally recognized

country is a member of it.

UN General Assembly: The body of the UN in which every member country is

equally represented.

Golden Triangle: Geographical area at the intersection of the borders of

Myanmar (also known as Burma), Laos and Thailand.



UNODC: United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (an agency of the United

Nations).

Opioids: Drugs consumed in many parts of the world, and originating in

Southeast Asia.

Methamphetamine: a synthetic drug, which is very addictive and has replaced

opioids as the main source of addiction in many countries.

III. Background information:
Southeast Asia has always been the area of the world where the majority of

opium production takes place. Until WW2, the vast majority of opium plantations

were located in China. However, in 1949, when the Chinese Communist Party of

Mao Zedong won the Chinese Civil War, Chinese officials started a war on opium

production, leading to the execution of some individuals involved in the trade.

This led most of the opium farmers and cartels, which were previously

protected by Kuomintang soldiers (soldiers of the previous Chinese regime, which

was defeated in the civil war) to flee to the areas of the Golden Triangle. Burma (now

Myanmar), was especially receptive of these opium farmers, as it had just gained

independence from the British Empire in 1948: it is estimated that this led to an

increase in the production of opioids in Burma, from 30 tons a year in 1948 to 300

tons a year by the mid 1950s (Golden).

Since Afghanistan increased their production of opioids, and took over a

significant stake of the world’s opioid market, the plantations in the Golden Triangle

have been severely reduced, and now mostly lie along the border region, in the

Kachin and Shan States of Myanmar (Chouvy).

However, drug cartels in the area have switched their focus on synthetic

drugs, of which methamphetamine is by far the most successful. It is expected that,

out of the 71 billion dollars in estimated revenue for the drug cartels in 2019, 61

billions dollars originate from the trafficking of methamphetamine, a figure that has

quadrupled over the last 6 years. The issue has created conflict between Myanmar

and Thailand in recent years. It has to be considered that, as of 2021, 80% of Thai

prisoners are convicted for crimes connected to the methamphetamine cartels

(Fighting).



IV. Previous attempts at solving the issue:
Various UN entities have tried to solve the issues connected with the trade of

opioids and methamphetamine in the Golden Triangle. Among the protocols

adopted, the “Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 as amended by the 1972

Protocol” and the “United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs

and Psychotropic Substances of 1988” specifically stand out as they list all the drugs

mentioned as very dangerous and denounce any country involved in the trade of

such substances (United).

However, since (in the case of Golden Triangle countries) the production of

illicit drugs is not directly sponsored by the government, but is instead the product of

independent cartels with the collaboration of some corrupted officials, the measures

adopted in the “United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

and the Protocols Thereto” and the “United Nations Convention against Corruption”

are applicable, since the drug cartels are the biggest organized crime players in the

region (United).

V. Agencies involved:
The United Nations agency involved in preventing, limiting and counteracting

the illicit production, trafficking and consumption of drugs is the United Nations Office

on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

Through the UNODC, the UN has sponsored several initiatives in Golden

Triangle countries to counteract the illicit drug cartels. Specifically, through a UN

resident coordinator, the UNODC has collaborated with the government of Thailand

and sponsored several programs to improve the quality of life in the region.

This is because it is thought that the best way to fight illicit drug trafficking in

the long term is to provide better education, quality of life and opportunities for the

people living in the area, thus limiting the amount of young people who end up

working in organized crime (Fighting).
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