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TOPIC B:

The question of limiting and

eradicating organised crime.

I. Introduction of Topic:
Organisations that operate to engage in illegal activities have been developing

and expanding in the past century with the development of new technologies that

have enhanced communications and movements transnationally, according to the

United Nation’s Office on Drugs and Crime. (Organised)

Criminal activity has been affecting all continents with a particular action in

Europe, the United States, and Asia. According to the European Council, “ In 2019,

criminal revenues in the main criminal markets amounted to 1 % of the EU's GDP,

i.e. €139 billion.” (The EU’s)

Crime groups often conduct criminal actions across borders, and they involve

actions such as robbery, kidnapping, theft, fraud, and demand for “protection”

payments. (Duignan) The illegal supply of goods and services such as “drugs,

gambling, prostitution, and usury” are sources of income for criminal associations.

(Duignan).

“The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,

adopted by General Assembly resolution 55/25 of 15 November 2000, is the main

international instrument in the fight against transnational organized crime.”

(Organised)

The member states that have ratified this agreement are urged to adopt and update

protection and prevention measures against organized transnational crime. They are

also required to take action against the creation of domestic criminal breaches such

as corruption, obstruction of justice, money laundering, and the creation of new

criminal organizations. (Organised)

“A Conference of the Parties to the Convention was established to improve

the capacity of States Parties to combat transnational organized crime and to



promote and review the implementation of this Convention.” (Conference) The

‘European multidisciplinary platform against criminal threats’ is an initiative taken on

behalf of the European Union to implement actions and prioritise the fight against

organized crime. The EMPACT is to be carried out between 2022 and 2025 in order

to work against illegal actions and demolish criminal networks and their structures.

The fight against organised crime requires international cooperation, thus the

GPTOC (The Global Programme for Strengthening Capacities of Member States to

Prevent and Combat Transnational Organized and Serious Crime). To handle the

issue of transnational illegal organizations, the GPTOC works to help Member States

implement measures required by the Organized Crime Convention. (The Global)

II. Definition of key terms:

Organised Crime: Crime groups that perform illegal activities for their own

profit and with illegal income sources. Activities involve fraud, robbery, trafficking

(human, drug, organ), prostitution, and more.

Convention: A document, stipulated at the end of an international summit, in

which the signatories formally agree on the matters they have discussed.

EMPACT: The ‘European multidisciplinary platform against criminal threats’ is

an initiative taken on behalf of the European Union to implement actions and

prioritise the fight against organised crime.

GPTOC: The ‘Global Programme for Strengthening Capacities of Member

States to Prevent and Combat Transnational Organized and Serious Crime’ is a

program for the member states of the Convention Against Transnational Organised

Crime to cooperate against illegal organisations.

Mafia: A criminal organisation performing illegal activities on the basis of

violence and illegal agreements. It includes murderous disputes between criminal

families or gangs to achieve extortion, which is forcing people to give money by

threatening them.



Protocol: a designated set of rules and guidelines that regulates affairs and

agreed upon treaties, signed by the parties during a conference.

United Nations (UN): Supra-national organization founded in 1945 by the

victors of WW2. It succeeded the League of Nations and today every universally

recognized country is a member of it.

UN General Assembly (GA): The body of the UN in which every member

country is equally represented.

III. Background information:
Organized crime can be traced back to the 1800s with street gangs that used

violence to profit through illegal methods. Gangs such as the Forty Thieves of New

York, composed of immigrants who came together for financial gain and personal

protection. (Origins)

Historically, the most dangerous and important criminal organizations have

been the Sicilian Mafia and the Japanese Yakuza that have conspicuously expanded

throughout the 20th century. (Duignan) Italian families and immigrants got involved in

criminal activities that went against the nation’s laws with the only scope to make

money. “In 1920, the US government declared the manufacture or sale of alcohol to

be illegal. Several competing groups of Italian crime families got involved in the

production and distribution of alcohol during this nationwide ban.” (Origins).

After World War II, organized crime started to be more concentrated in nations

that have played a key role in the war such as the US, Italy, and Japan. However,

peacekeeping and organized crime were two separate issues that, about sixty years

later, became related. In the 1990s, the UN’s peace operations became essential as

crime groups were being formed regularly after the Cold War came to an end which

gave an opportunity for illicit money-making, extraction and exploitation of natural

resources such as (drugs, timber, and diamonds), and criminal activity, especially in

fragile states. (Meduna)

By the 1980s the Italian Mafia was taking over whole regions economically,

socially and politically, especially in the south of Italy. Early that decade, locals

started to fight back and important figures such as Tommaso Buschetta, Paolo



Borsellino, and Giovanni Falcone sacrificed their lives for the better good. In 1992,

the UNODC held a special meeting to commemorate Mr Falcone after his death,

later known as the Palermo Convention, the hometown of the Italian judge. The

focus was the implementation of the UN Convention against Transnational

Organized Crime, which would be effective by 2003 and has 187 States Parties

today. The UNODC is the treaty’s guardian today “and highlighted emerging trends

and challenges in crime prevention and criminal justice and their impact on

sustainable development. “ (UN Assembly)

The UNODC is also guardian to other major treaties against organised crime.

Treaties such as the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drug, the 1971 Convention

on Psychotropic Substances, and the 1988 United Nations Convention against Illicit

Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances. (Vursavas)

Within the Anti-Trafficking Section of the UNODC, the Anti-Organized Crime

and Law Enforcement Unit helps the law enforcement agencies of the member

states to enhance measures against organised crime and drug trafficking by

providing them with technical assistance. (Vursavas ) It analyses the Annual Report

Questionnaires submitted by the Member States and provides reports regularly. The

UNODC benefits from this as it can keep track of trends in global drug trafficking and

criminal groups and make forecasts for the future to brainstorm new efficient

strategies.

Since 2004, the UNODC holds regular sessions of the Conference of the

Parties in regards to the Organized Convention of 2003 to document and report

resolutions, procedures, and decisions to attempt solving the issue. (Conference)

IV. Previous attempts at solving the issue:
The Convention against Transnational Organized Crime has as its aim to

adopt measures against the spreading of crime groups and illegal actions as well as

ensuring health by preventing organ trafficking, sexual trafficking, and illegal drug

trade. “In 1994 the World Health Assembly passed Resolution WHA47.13 requesting

the Director-General to assist the Member States in ensuring that available

medicines were of good quality and in combating the use of counterfeit drugs”



(Reynolds). Later in 2006, in order to address the issue appropriately, the WHO set

up the International Medical Products Anti-Counterfeiting Taskforce.

“According to a UN report in 2003, the amount of money that illicit drug trade

generated for the year 2003 ($321.6 billion) was close 1% of total global

commerce.86 87, for this reason, UNODC has been working together with other

actors/organizations like the IMF, the World Bank, Interpol, Financial Action Task

Forces, NATO, OSCE, Terrorism Working Group of the EU.”

(Vursavas)

In Italy, the fight against Mafia officially began in 1986 with the regulation of

the maxi trial in Palermo and was followed up by several arrests to key figures such

as Toto Riina in the early 1990s. Giancarlo Caselli carried on the work initiated by

Falcone and Borsellino, who had both been murdered by the criminal organisation in

1992, and therefore started to stabilize the government that had collided with the

Mafia in previous years. Investigations led by magistrates uncovered several fraud

scandals in the early 1990s in Milan, which soon became the city known as

“Bribesville” (Tangentopoli). The operation was named “Operation Clean Hands” and

led to the imprisonment of many “politicians, businessmen, and civil servants” (Clark)

who were involved with the corruption taking place within the government on behalf

of the Mafia. (Clark)

The FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation) is committed to eradicating

transnational organised crime (TOC) groups that pose a threat to the nation and

economy and has decided to target illegal profit organisations deep from the origin of

their activities. According to the FBI, the US constantly finds itself posed to several

threats coming from all sides of the world. To name a few, the Asian and African

Transnational Organised Crime Groups have been respectively conducting their

illegal actions in the US since the 1900s and 1980s. Other threats come from the

Balkan and Eurasian Transnational Organised Crime Groups that have been

influenced by their respective history and ideals. (Federal)

There have been three important protocols adopted by the UN General

Assembly to attempt solving the issue these are “‘The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress

and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children’, adopted by

General Assembly resolution 55/25 and entered into force on 25 December 2003.”,

the “Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, adopted by

General Assembly resolution 55/25, and entered into force on 28 January 2004.” and



the “Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, their

Parts and Components and Ammunition, adopted by the General Assembly

resolution 55/255 of 31 May 2001. It entered into force on 3 July 2005”. (United

Nations Convention)

All these protocols have been attempts made by the UN to eliminate the chances

that these offences would lead to organised crime and illicit profit.

As mentioned in the ‘Introduction of Topic’ section, the European Union

initiative to deal with organised crime in Europe, EMPACT, has led to compelling

results: there have been 33 tonnes of illegal drugs confiscated, and dealer arrests

have increased. Also, around 5 030 possible victims of human trafficking have been

saved and a lot of money loss caused by tax evasion and fraud was prevented.

These results represent the efforts made by countries and organisations to fight

against illegal organised crime. (The EU’s)

With the evolving of criminal organisations throughout the world, the

cooperation of Member States of the UNODC is essential to limit the expansion of

illicit activities.

V. Agencies involved:
The UN agency settled in 1997, UNODC, is to this day in charge of dealing

with drug control and crime prevention. This happened when, during the United

Nations reform, the ‘UN Drug Control Program and the Centre for International Crime

Prevention’ were combined (United Nations in India) and the United Nations Office of

Drugs and Crime was officially established. The UN Convention against

Transnational Organised Crime includes its three protocols “on Trafficking in

Persons, on Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air and on Illicit Manufacturing

of and Trafficking in Firearms” (United Nations in India) which help the Member

States to focus on eradicating problems such as terrorism, crime, and illegal drugs.

As well as “the UN Convention against Corruption, the universal instruments against

terrorism and the UN standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal justice.”

(United Nations in India)



VI. Main countries involved:
Organised crimes come in different forms and involve different countries

across the world, but there is a concentration of crime groups in certain areas.

Groups such as Camorra, Cosa Nostra, ‘Ndrangheta are all mutations of the Mafia

criminal organisation and are mainly concentrated in European countries

(Portanova).

The map shown above shows the OCP countries (Organised Crime Portfolio),

which have given access to data and statistics that are collected and analysed and

are relevant to organised crime. The map shows the regions that include evidence of

organised crime. (Transcrime)

However, organised crime isn’t limited to Western Europe, it expands

overseas, to the Americas and Asia. Central American countries lead the global list

of countries with the worst organised crime followed by Italy, Japan, and other

European countries. (Falconer)
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