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TOPIC B: 

Measures to resolve the Lebanon Crisis 

Introduction: 

This research paper will cover the topic of the measures to resolve 
the Lebanon Crisis. Involved and affected countries and groups, 
conflicts and issues caused, relevant resolutions and current 
situations will all be taken in consideration when researching all of 
the possible solutions for this issue. This paper will therefore aim to define the issue, the causes 
and examples involved, and furthermore all the possible resolutions.  
 

Definition of some key terms:  

Lebanon: Lebanon is a country located on the east coast of the Mediterrarian sea. The Lebanon 
capital is Beirut.  
 
Crisis: A crisis is any event or period that will lead to an unstable and dangerous situation that 
affects an individual, group, or all of society, or that may lead to it. 
 

Background Information: 

Lebanese Civil War, civil strife in Lebanon (1975-90) arising from the deterioration of the 
Lebanese state and the coalescence of militias that provided defense where the state was unable 
to do so.The causes of the war is multifaceted and profoundly ingrained, yet an increasing 
situation of instability can be generalized. After playing a key role in overcoming the crisis of the 
1958 rebellion as army commander, the newly elected President Fuad Chehab made a bold effort 
to resolve the country's unequal growth and to centralize the security apparatus of the state.The 
growth policy he launched, however, proved politically unsatisfactory by the late 1960s and had 
become a destabilizing force. Meanwhile the improved defense apparatus received a reputation 
for suppression and incompetence. If the government mediated the presence and operation of 
PLO guerrillas within Lebanon's Palestinian refugee camps, which had drawn Israeli attacks on 
Lebanon, most notably at Beirut airport in 1968, the situation became more precarious.On 
August 17, 1970, after three rounds of voting, Suleiman Franjieh, the chief of a strong Maronite 
clan from northern Lebanon who tried to reverse the reform program started by Chehab, was 
elected president by one vote. His administration, divided and corrupt, offended both Muslims 



and Christians, and his government proved incapable of sustaining the supremacy of the state 
over the PLO's increasing and diffuse militias. 
 
On Monday, announcing the move, outgoing Prime Minister Hassan Diab said that his 
government was a step back... to stand with the people, in order to wage the battle of change with 
them" . For years, discontent in Lebanon has been brewing. A proposal to tax Whatsapp calls 
boiled over in late 2019 into widespread demonstrations against economic instability and 
inequality, which ultimately lead to the resignation of the then president.The riots had been 
curbed by Coronavirus, but the financial crisis continued to escalate and many saw the deadly 
blast last week as the deadly consequence of years of corruption and mismanagement. Once 
again, people took to the streets where there were clashes between demonstrators and the 
police.For most voters, who have lost their confidence in the political establishment, the 
government's plans to investigate the cause of the blast were not adequate. A number of 
ministers have volunteered to step down due to the cabinet's dismissal. But the completion of this 
administration does not actually mean an end of the rage. The demonstrations last year led to the 
establishment of a coalition that has now been persuaded to back down on the same corruption 
charges.Lebanon seemed to be heading for a collapse well before the coronavirus pandemic at 
the beginning of this year. Its national debt to gross domestic product was the third largest in the 
world (what a government owes relative to what it produces); unemployment stood at 25 percent; 
and about a third of the population lived below the poverty line. Late last year also saw the 
unraveling of what observers said was essentially a central bank-run state-sponsored scam, or 
Ponzi, which borrowed from commercial banks at higher-market interest rates to pay back its 
loans and preserve the fixed exchange rate of the Lebanese pound with the US dollar. Around the 
same time people became increasingly upset and disappointed with the inability of the 
government to even offer basic services. They had to deal with everyday power shortages, a 
shortage of clean drinking water, inadequate quality health care, and some of the worst internet 
access in the country. 
 

A scarcity of foreign exchange at the beginning of October 2019 resulted in the Lebanese pound 
losing value against the dollar for the first time in two decades on a newly emerged black market. 
Unions called protests as importers of wheat and gasoline demanded to be paid in dollars.  
Then, unprecedented wildfires in the western mountains of the world showed how the fire 
service was underfunded and underequipped.In mid-October, through messaging platforms such 
as WhatsApp, the government proposed new taxes on cigarettes, fuel, and voice calls to drum up 
more cash, but a backlash forced it to scrap the proposals.  
However a wave of anger that had been simmering in Lebanon for years was triggered by the 
fiasco.  



The resignation of Western-backed Prime Minister Saad Hariri and his coalition government 
resulted in tens of thousands of Lebanese taking to the streets. Protests cut through sectarian lines 
- a remarkable occurrence after the destructive civil war in the country ended in 1975-1989 - and 
brought the country to a near standstill. 
 
 
Major Countries and Groups Involved in The Issue: 

Lebanon: Lebanon is a Middle Eastern country bordered by Israel to the south, Syria to the 
North and East, and the Mediterranean Sea to the West. it has been plagued by austerity, political 
corruption, civil wars, war with Israel, unemployment, declining economy and now Covid-19 
and the infamous 2020 Beirut Explosion (2019-20 Lebanese Protests) 
 
Israel: Israel - Lebanon relations have been tricky since their establishment following the 
Second World War. However, the current Lebanese crisis has given Israel the opportunity to 
show solidarity towards the Lebanese despite 97% of Lebanese people possessing negative and 
unfavourable views towards Israeli-Jews which represent the largest demographic. 
 
USA: The United States and Lebanon have always had somewhat positive relations especially 
due to economic reasons. However, American involvement in the Syrian Civil war has led 
Lebanon to criticise the US as a result of a massive influx of Syrian immigrants into the country 
as well as US aid given to Israel in counter-Hezbollah operations in the early 2000s. 
 
Shia militant group Hezbollah: Hezbollah is a Shia Islamist political party and militant group 
from Lebanon. It is backed mostly from fellow Shia supporter Iran as well as many other 
countries such as Russia, Iraq and Syria. It has been involved in Lebanese politics since 1958. 
Hezbollah also has very “anti-israel” views which have resulted in numerous terrorist attacks in 
Israel and Lebanon allegedly organised by them (BBC). 
 

UN Treaties/Historical Events: 

Similar to the Lake Chad Basin Crisis, the UN hasn’t put in place any treaties to end or to 

alleviate the Lebanon Crisis, however, it has contributed extensively not only in humanitarian 

aid, but also in maintaining a military Peacekeeping force since March 1978. 

 

United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL): UNIFIL was created by the Security 

council in March 1978 in order to maintain a fixed troop and policing force to contribute in the 



stabilisation, cessation of hostilities and helping to ensure humanitarian access to the civilian 

population from UNICEF and UNHCR of the nation. The top contributors include Indonesia and 

Italy which brings a total of 15 000 uniformed personnel. It’s yearly budget consists of US$ 512 

million per year. 

This Peacekeeping force is amongst the oldest for the UN (UNIFIL FACT SHEET). 

 

Main Issues:  

Main issues relevant to the 2020 Lebanon Crisis are mainly related to the government 

resignation after the explosion occurred in Beirut the 4th of August 2020 killing more than 200 

people, injuring 5 000 and overall massacring the city. The  SARS-COV-2 situation in Lebanon 

furthers the overall problems shown by the explosion, and by the government, who faced 

incredible backlash when trying to tax Whatsapp calls; this plan unfortunately led to mass 

protests against economic turmoil and soaring levels of corruption.  

The stagnating financial situation continued to worsen in Lebanon which caused people 

to take the streets again, with violent clashes amongst civilians and the relevant law enforcement 

agencies.  

Unemployment even before the COVID-19 times was soaring at a whopping  25% and its 

public debt was the third highest in the world. It is currently estimated that Lebanon is crossing 

the worst financial crisis it ever had since the 1975 Civil War. Recession, plunge in foreign 

reserves and debt are the major contributors to public unrest.  

 

Relevant UN Resolutions: 
S/RES/2539 - 28th of August 2020 

This resolution was put forth by the UN Security Council to address and find solutions to the instability in 

Lebanon, that followed the Beirut Explosions. In clauses 4, 5, 7, 9, 10, measures and actions are outlined 

to improve the credibility and authority of the Lebanese government over its territory, to ensure stability 

and safety of its citizens. Additionally, in clauses 1,2,3, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15, the role of UNIFL (United 

Nations Interim Force in Lebanon) in ensuring peace and security is reiterated, as well as other methods 

that UNIFL can implement to aid the lebanese government (Security).  

 



Possible Solutions: 

Although the instability in Lebanon is a result of multiple reasons, most of the issues are related 

to low public trust and support for the lebanese government, as well as the Lebanese’s government 

incompetence and mismanagement of the country. 

Thus, one possible solution would be the lending of funds to the Lebanese government to help it 

meet its expenses and avoid bankruptcy. This solution does have some benefits, allowing the government 

to run essential services and to survive, but there are some downsides. The lebanese government has 

already accumulated a high amount of debt, and in the past has failed to repay it, meaning that lending it 

more money may be irresponsible. This solution also fails to address the government incompetence and 

public discontent that has caused the crisis.  

For this reason, another possible solution would be a reorganisation of Lebanon’s government as 

a whole, to fix its incompetency and increase public satisfaction. This would include the reorganisation of 

parliament through non-sectarian lines, as established in the Taif agreement where government officials 

were chosen by religion or sect. This solution however would take very long, and would be difficult to 

implement through the United Nations as it would interfere with Lebanon’s sovereignty (Ellis).  
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